Dear friends,
My name is Nils-Erik Olsson and I come from the Stockholm Amateur Astronomer Association in Sweden.

First I would like to take the opportunity to express my delight to be a part of this fine arrangement.

We are located in Stockholm’s oldest observatory in the city centre of Stockholm. The observatory was built in 1753 and is now a museum. We work to help with the astronomical issues at the observatory. One of the most important things when they built the observatory was to be ready in time for the Venus Transit in 1761. Pehr Wargentin, who was the secretary and the astronomer of the Royal Swedish Academy, lived in the observatory and was the leader for the Swedish observation on the 6 of June 1761. And now nearly 250 years later our amateur association will show to the public the Venus transit from the same place as Pehr Wargentin did in 1761. We can say that the circle is closed. The difference is that we will not do any measurements and scientific work as he did. We will only show the public what is happening between the earth and the sun as Venus transits.


We will do it in several ways. We will have a 6 cm (about 2,3 inch) refractor outside the observatory where we will project the transit on a white paper. Further, we will have our 25,4 cm (10 inch) Mead telescope and let the public look directly on the sun. We also have a plan to project the picture from the Mead telescope via a cable to a computer projector on a wall inside the observatory. Later we will decide what is the best. 

Because we have a good cooperation with the museum we will also help them in the oldest dome. There we will have a person, namely my self, to show the public a projection of the transit on the wall behind the 11,3 cm (about 4,4 inch) Zeiss refractor located in the dome.

Another member will be at our technical university in Stockholm. He will be participating when the Swedish Astronomical Society is inaugurating the planet Venus in the Sweden Solar System. The Sweden Solar System is a project to illustrate the distances and size of the planets in our solar system. The Stockholm Sports arena, The Globe, is the sun, and from there all planets are located to form the world’s largest scale of the solar system. The planet Pluto is located in Delsbo, some 300 km from the Globe Arena and has the size of an orange.

In the rest of Sweden I know that a lot of clubs and associations will be open for public shows. Many clubs do like us; they have short discourses during the Venus transit.

And I also know that many amateurs are observing by them self, with friends or with a school or similar. Some of our member’s will draw the transit from the projection of the transit on a piece of paper. I hope and I believe that all amateur astronomers in Sweden will be observing that day in one way or another.

The museum has a small restaurant where they will serve a special menu that has been put together for the occasion. The public will be able to buy tickets to eat from the menu and do a visit to the museum.

We started the preparations last year. Every time we got a chance, we talked about the Venus Transit. Some of us have been in Television and on the radio and we have taken all chances to advertise for the special day to come. Together with the museum we have three discourses now in May. On two of the occasions we have lecturers from the club.

We are prepared for many people to come and we expect to have 15-20 members in work on the 8 of June. More than 500 persons who wanted to look in our telescope visited the transit of Mercury last year.

Now we all hope that the weather will be the same as it was when Per Wargentin was observing the Venus Transit in 1761. He had a clear sky and a shining sun through the whole time.
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