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Shaping the outflows of evolved stars 
 
Abstract: 
Cool, evolved stars lose copious amounts of mass and momentum through 
powerful, dense stellar winds. The interaction of these outflows with their 
surroundings results in highly structured and complex circumstellar 
environments, often featuring knots, arcs, shells and spirals.  In this talk, I will 
discuss three of the main mechanisms that shape the outflows of evolved 
stars: - interaction with the interstellar medium; interaction with a stellar wind 
(from a previous phase of evolution or the wind from a companion star); and 
interaction with a companion that has a weak or insignificant outflow. 
 
 


