


















ESO is the European Organisation for 
Astronomical Research in the Southern 
Hemisphere. Whilst the Headquarters 
(comprising the scientific, technical and 
administrative centre of the organisa-
tion) are located in Garching near 
Munich, Germany, ESO operates three 
observational sites in the Chilean Ata-
cama desert. The Very Large Telescope 
(VLT), is located on Paranal, a 2 600 m 
high mountain south of Antofagasta. At 
La Silla, 600 km north of Santiago de 
Chile at 2 400 m altitude, ESO operates  
several medium-sized optical tele
scopes. The third site is the 5 000 m 
high Llano de Chajnantor, near San 
Pedro de Atacama. Here a new submilli-
metre telescope (APEX) is in opera- 
tion, and a giant array of 12-m submil- 
limetre antennas (ALMA) is under 
development. Over 2 000 proposals are 
made each year for the use of the ESO 
telescopes.

The ESO Messenger is published four 
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publishes Conference Proceedings and 
other material connected to its activi-
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about particular events. For further  
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Front Cover Picture: The central region of the Orion Nebula (M42, NGC 1976) is 
shown in the near-infrared from three HAWK-I images taken during Science 
Verification. Three exposures of 600 s on a continuum filter centred at 1.58 µm  
(CH4 band), on the H Brackett-g emission line at 2.17 µm and on the rotational-
vibrational H2 line at 2.12 µm were combined (as blue, green and red respectively) 
to form the colour image. The bright star in the upper right corner is q1 Ori D,  
one of the Trapezium ionising cluster. Image processing by Monika Petr-Gotzens 
and Hans-Hermann Heyer (ESO).


