
Figure 2: SiatMics of se&g measmmmis bsfgrg and &w s u m d  bKelIh~, Seeing b 
c o m p W  for ~ u h l e n t  2O-mh axp- obtaned af 0.5 pm at mifh with a perfect large 
u. 

lnduclng an artlficiat Increase of local month of measuremernb at the northern 
seeing p~&tcularlysensltlve In &mmely edge of the telescope area with the 
good overall conditions. statistics wallable for the Paranal psak 

Such local effects are Illustrated In until the disruption of measurements in 
Figure 2, comparing one and a half July 1991. While the upper tail of the 
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Figure 3: Cornparisan of ming m ~ ~ u m t s  made at the southern and northern adges of 
the telescope area. 

probability distribution {seeing is com- 
puted for equivalmt 20-min expoaum 
at 0.5 pm at zenith) is virtually un- 
changed, the Rve percentile Inemaws 
from 0.37 arcsec at 5 m above ground 
to 0.44 a m  at 1 rn above ground. 

Another identical system tDIMM3) 
was used in the same conditions as 
DIMMI to monitor thh muthem edge of 
the telescope ma. One month of com- 
mon data sum- In Rgure 3 did 
not pernit to detect any permanent dlf- 
fmntial effect related to the posltlon 
wlth respect to the lnoident wind flow. 
The spread of the regression is however 
linked to a sporadic incwaae of local 
turbulence at either location, the 
strongest events taking place at low 
(< 2 mls) wlnd speed. 

With a median sedng of 0.86 errcsec 
at I m above ground, Paranal has clear- 
ly survlved the blasting. Mom seejng 
ohenrations will be made at 5 m height 
on a tower currently under design at the 
Obwatory of Capodlrnonte, Italy, 
Strange as It appeam, the next threat for 
site quality will be #re VLT Itself. This Is 
why great care Is taken In the design of 
the obsewat~ly to avoid heat and cold 
sources both inside and outside the en- 
clwures. 

We thank the VLT Site and Buildings 
Group for prodding the infrastructure at 
Paranal. The monitors we operated by 
the Paranal Meteorology team com- 
posed of F. Qomez, D. Mwat and A 
Vargas. 

Tentative Time-table 
of Council Sessions 
and Committee Meetings 
in 1993 
March 30 Flnanee Comrnlttee 
Aprll 1 Caundl 
May 3-4 Users Cornrnlttee 
May 6-7 Scientific Technical 

Comrnhtee 
May 10-11 Finance Committee 
May 27-28 Observing Pro- 

grammes Commlttm, 
Copenhagen 

June 1-2 Council 
November 4-5 Scientific Technical 

CMnrnlttee 
November 8-9 Rnance Committee 
November 25-26 Obsenrlng Pro- 

grammes Committee 
December 1-2 Councll 
All meetlngs wlll take place In Oarching, 
unless stated otherwise. 


