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Curriculum Vitae

Dr. Andreas Kaufer

Employment History

Feb., 2008 – present : ESO Director of Operations
Oct., 2009 – Sept., 2011 : Acting Division Head of the ESO ALMA Support Centre
July, 2006 – July, 2024 : Division Head and Director of the La Silla Paranal Observatory
Oct., 2003 – June, 2006 : Instrumentation Scientist La Silla Paranal Observatory

Head of the Paranal Instrumentation Group
May, 1999 – Sept., 2003 : VLT Operation Staff Astronomer

UVES, FLAMES instrument scientist
Head of the General Operations Group

May, 1999 – present : Staff Member of the European Southern Observatory
Sept., 1996 – Apr., 1999 : Research Assistant at the Landessternwarte Heidelberg

Project Responsible for the FEROS instrument
Sept., 1993 – Aug., 1996 : Research Fellow at the Landessternwarte Heidelberg

Academic Record

August, 2004 : Full Astronomer of the ESO Faculty
May, 1999 : Assistant Astronomer of the ESO Faculty
September, 1996 : Research Assistant at the Landessternwarte Heidelberg
July, 1996 : Ph.D. in Physics & Astronomy at University Heidelberg.

: Ph.D. thesis: ’The Structure and Variability of BA-type Supergiants’
August, 1993 : Diplom-Physiker at University Heidelberg

Diploma thesis: ’The Galactic Abundance Gradients’

Professional Associations

Member of the International Astronomical Union (IAU),
Member of the German Astronomical Society (AG), and
Member of the German Society for Physics (DPG).

Languages

German : native speaker
English : everyday competence
Spanish : everyday conversation
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Committees

ESO:
Expert to the CTAO ERIC Council (2025 – present),
Chair ESO Indefinite Appointment Advisory Board (IAAB) (2020 – 2021),
Observer at the CTAO (gGmbH) Council (2019 – 2024),
Assessor to the ALMA Board (2018 – present),
Observer at the ALMA Board (2010 – 2017),
Observer at the APEX Board (2018 – 2024),
Member of the APEX Board (2006 – 2018),
Member of the ESO-Chile Joint Committee (2006 – present),
Member of the ESO Scientific Personnel Committee (2006 – 2019),
(Co-)Chair of the Organizing Committee for the 2007 and 2017 ’ESO Calibration Workshop’.

Others:
Member of the NSF NOIRLab Funding Review Board 2022,
Member of the TMT Operations Management Plan Review Board 2021,
Chair of the SKA Business Enabling Plan Review Board 2020,
Member of the SKA Operations Plan Review Board 2020,
Member of the GMT Operations Plan Review Board 2019,
Chair of the SKA Operations Model Review Board 2018,
Member of the IRAM Visiting Committee 2018,
Member of the NSF LIGO Operations Review Board 2018,
Member of the NSF LIGO Operations and Maintenance Review Board 2017,
Member of the Keck Observatory Operations Review Board 2017,
Member of the SKA Operations Concept Review Board 2016,
Member of the NSF NRAO Management and Operations Review Board 2015,
Member of the AUI/NRAO Programme Review Board 2014,
Member of the NSF NOAO Management and Operations Review Board 2014,
Member of the SKA Science and Engineering Advisory Committee (SEAC) (2013 – 2024),
Member of the CTA Site Selection Advisory Committee (2013 – 2014).



3

Publications

Dr. Andreas Kaufer

Refereed Papers

GRAVITY Collaboration, Abd El Dayem, K., Abuter, R., Aimar, N., Amaro Seoane, P.,
Amorim, A., Beck, J., Berger, J. P., Bonnet, H., Bourdarot, G., Brandner, W., Cardoso,
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Perraut, K., Perrin, G., Petrov, R., Pfuhl, O., Pourré, N., Rabien, S., Rau, C., Riquelme,
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Haußmann, F., Heißel, G., Henning, T., Hippler, S., Horrobin, M., Jiménez-Rosales, A.,
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E., Wiezorrek, E., Woillez, J., Yazici, S., & Young, A. 2022, Mass distribution in the Galac-
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Jochum, L., Jocou, L., Kaufer, A., Kervella, P., Lacour, S., Lapeyrère, V., Le Bouquin,
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Spyromilio, J., Straub, O., Straubmeier, C., Sturm, E., Suarez, M., Tristram, K. R. W.,
Ventura, N., Vincent, F., Waisberg, I., Wank, I., Widmann, F., Wieprecht, E., Wiest, M.,
Wiezorrek, E., Wittkowski, M., Woillez, J., Wolff, B., Yazici, S., Ziegler, D., & Zins, G.
2018, Multiple star systems in the Orion nebula,A&A,620,A116

GRAVITY Collaboration, Sanchez-Bermudez, J., Weigelt, G., Bestenlehner, J. M., Kervella, P.,
Brandner, W., Henning, T., Müller, A., Perrin, G., Pott, J.-U., Schöller, M., van Boekel,
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J., Duvert, G., Ebert, M., Eckart, A., Eisenhauer, F., Esselborn, M., Fédou, P., Garcia,
P. J. V., Garcia Dabo, C. E., Garcia Lopez, R., Gao, F., Gendron, E., Genzel, R., Gillessen,
S., Haubois, X., Haug, M., Haussmann, F., Hippler, S., Horrobin, M., Huber, A., Hubert,
Z., Hubin, N., Hummel, C. A., Jakob, G., Jochum, L., Jocou, L., Karl, M., Kaufer, A.,
Kellner, S., Kendrew, S., Kern, L., Kiekebusch, M., Klein, R., Kolb, J., Kulas, M., Lacour,
S., Lapeyrère, V., Lazareff, B., Le Bouquin, J.-B., Léna, P., Lenzen, R., Lévêque, S., Lippa,
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Le Bouquin, J.-B., Lèna, P., Lenzen, R., Lévêque, S., Lippa, M., Magnard, Y., Mehrgan, L.,
Mellein, M., Mérand, A., Moreno-Ventas, J., Moulin, T., Müller, E., Müller, F., Neumann,
U., Oberti, S., Ott, T., Pallanca, L., Panduro, J., Pasquini, L., Paumard, T., Percheron, I.,
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J., Gummersbach, C., Jankovics, K. L., Kovács, J., Lehmann, H., Mandel, H., Peitz, J.,
Schafer, D., Schweickhardt, J., Schmutz, W., Szeifert, T., Tubbesing, S. 2001, Stellar and
circumstellar variability of the Be star mu Cen IV, Journal of Astronomical Data, 7, 5

Schmid, H. M., Kaufer, A., Camenzind, M., Rivinius, T., Stahl, O., Szeifert, T., Tubbesing,
S., Wolf, B. 2001, Spectroscopic monitoring of the jet in the symbiotic star MWC 560. I.
Spectroscopic properties, general outflow structure and system parameters, A&A, 377, 206
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Kovács, J. 1994, High Resolution Spectroscopy at the ESO 50 cm Telescope: Spectroscopic
Monitoring of Luminous Hot Stars. In: L.A. Balona, H.F. Henrichs, J.M. Le Contel (eds.),
Pulsation, Rotation and Mass Loss in Early-Type Stars, Kluwer, IAU Symp.162, Juan-les-
Pins, p. 532

Technical Papers (selected)

Sbordone, L., Pritchard, J., Pasquini, L., Hill, V., Kaufer, A., Ledoux, C., Percheron, I., Per-
oux, C., Primas, F., & Saldias, L. 2021, Report on the ESO Workshop 20th Anniversary of
Science Exploration with UVES, The Messenger,183,37

Kaufer, A. 2017, 2017 ESO Calibration Workshop,ESO Calibration Workshop: The Second
Generation VLT Instruments and Friends,21

Kaufer, A. 2017, Evolution of the La Silla, Paranal and APEX Observatories,Reaching New
Heights in Astronomy 2017,7

Sterzik, M., Grothkopf, U., Kaufer, A., Leibundgut, B., Mieske, S., Patat, F., Rejkuba, M.,
Romaniello, M., & Tacconi-Garman, L. E. 2016, The impact of science operations on science
return at the Very Large Telescope,Proc. SPIE,9910,991003

Primas, F., Marteau, S., Tacconi-Garman, L. E., Mainieri, V., Mysore, S., Rejkuba, M., Hilker,
M., Patat, F., Sterzik, M., Kaufer, A., & Mieske, S. 2016, Operational metrics for the ESO
Very Large Telescope: lessons learned and future steps,Proc. SPIE,9910,991002

Sterzik, M., Dumas, C., Grothkopf, U., Kaufer, A., Leibundgut, B., Marteau, S., Meakins,
S., Patat, F., Primas, F., Rejkuba, M., Romaniello, M., Stoehr, F., Tacconi-Garman, L.,&
Vera, I. 2015, The Scientific Return of VLT Programmes, The Messenger, 162, 2

Primas, F., Tacconi-Garman, L., Marteau, S., Mainieri, V., Rejkuba, M., Mysore, S., Dumas,
C., Kaufer, A., Patat, F., & Sterzik, M. 2014, Fifteen Years of Service Mode Operations:
Closing the Loop with the Community, The Messenger, 158, 8

Haguenauer, P., Abuter, R., Andolfato, L., Alonso, J., Blanchard, G., Berger, J.-P., Bourget, P.,
Brillant, S., Derie, F., Delplancke, F., Di Lieto, N., Dupuy, C., Gilli, B., Gitton, P., Gon-
zalez, J. C., Guisard, S., Guniat, S., Hudepohl, G., Kaufer, A., Lévêque, S., Ménardi, S.,
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