
The MPG/ESO 2.2-metre Telescope

The MPG/ESO 2.2-metre telescope, built by Zeiss. The star cluster NGC 2467 and surroundings. The Wide Field Imager mounted at the Cassegrain focus 
of the MPG/ESO 2.2-metre telescope.  
Credit: ESO/H.H. Heyer

The MPG/ESO 2.2-metre telescope has been in operation at La Silla since early 
1984 and is on indefinite loan to ESO from the Max Planck Society (Max-Planck-
Gesellschaft or MPG in German). Telescope time is shared between MPG and 
ESO observing programmes, while the operation and maintenance of the tele-
scope are ESO’s responsibility.

The telescope hosts three instruments: the 67-million-pixel Wide Field Imager, 
with a field of view as large as the full Moon, which has taken many amazing 
images of celestial objects; GROND, the gamma-ray burst optical/near-infrared 
detector, which chases the afterglows of the most powerful explosions in the 
Universe, known as gamma-ray bursts; and the high-resolution spectrograph, 
FEROS, which is used to make detailed studies of stars.
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