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Science!

36
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Motivation

Contribute Astronomy Discovery Beauty Vastness
Science Fun Learning Community Other
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The Zooniverse
Some of our projects...
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Planet Hunters: find and mark planets

200,000
volunteers

planethunters.org

classifications 

17m
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PH1b (Oct 2012)

PH2b (Jan 2013)
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The Milky Way Project: measure and map our galaxy in infrared

40,000
volunteers

milkywayproject.org

drawings 

3,000,000
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The Andromeda Project: Explore high-resolution Hubble data to find 
star clusters in M31, and galaxies beyond it.

22
days

andromedaproject.org

classifications 

1,000,000+
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Old Weather: transcribe the logs of WW1 vessels as they travel the 
globe, collecting valuable climate data

25,000
volunteers

oldweather.org

pages 

1,000,000
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Whale FM: Listen to whale calls to decode their language

15,000
volunteers

whale.fm

classifications 

200,000
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Snapshot Serengeti: identify and describe animals in Serengeti 
National Park

20,000
volunteers

snapshotserengeti.org

classifications 

7,000,000
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Planet Four: locate seasonal ‘fans’ on the surface of the red planet.

75,000
volunteers

planetfour.org

classifications 

3,800,000
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Space Warps: hunting out gravitational lenses in the Universe

20,000
volunteers

spacewarps.org

classifications 

5,500,000
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Galaxy Zoo: help astronomers classify galaxies

400,000
volunteers

galaxyzoo.org

classifications 

200m
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Cardamone)et)al.)2009,)arXiv)0907.4155
Amorin)et)al.)2010,)arXiv)1004.4910)Tuesday, 6 August 13
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Future of Citizen Science
Keeping it real and raising the bar
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Intelligent Websites
Rise of the machines!
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Machine
Learning Crowd
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Whale FM Teaching computers to hear whale voices
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Volunteers

850k
worldwide
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Volunteers

850k
worldwide

15
projects
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Science!

54
papers
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Last Month

4
years
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Conclusions

• There is brain power out there

• People want to contribute to 
science

• Crowd and machines should 
together

• Public exploration leads to 
discovery

• The sky’s the limit!
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zooniverse.org
Robert Simpson - @orbitingfrog
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