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Furopean institutes will start operating the Very large

Telescope Interferometer (VLTl) in 2003. Two scientific
instruments, AMBER in the near-infrared and MIDI in the thermal
infrared, will be offered to the Furopean community.
The expected performances of the VLTI and its instruments will be
unique in terms of flux sensitivity and angular resolution, because of
the large collecting area of the 8-m and 1.8-m telescopes and
multiple baselines up to 200 meters. However the scientific outcome
will be at the same level as the VLI performance only if astronomers
get prepared to interferometric observations. With this objective in
mind, we organize a winter school to train Furopean astronomers to

T he European Southern Observatory (ESO) in collaboration with

With the support of -

the optimal use of the VLIl and to the preparation of the first
observations.

The objective of the schoal is focused on practical exercizes. The
curriculum of the school consists in general lectures for 30% of the
time, practical training for 50% of it and informal seminars for the
remaining time. The school is opened to a maximum of 50 participants
from any country and any nationality.

The financial support from the European Union together with other
spansars will allow us to cover the most of the costs of the school
{housing and travel) for all European partlupants Thls fmanqal
aspect should prevent any student or scientis n
this school.
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