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cal research. As astronomers, we have
the biggest laboratory in the world: the
entire Universe. In most cases, the only
experiments that astronomers can do
is to observe. From the limited information obtained from observations, astronomers try to find underlying physics. That
process is fascinating to me.
Then, by answering an advertisement
from Paul Ho, I joined the summer student programme at ASIAA in my third
year of college and started my first scientific research project. I worked with
a postdoc on the Spitzer IRAC data of
an H II region to study whether the
H II region triggers the surrounding star
formation activities. After the summer
student programme I continued to
work at ASIAA on a different topic with
Nagayoshi Ohashi and Shigehisa
Takakuwa, who later became my thesis
supervisors. When I was in the fourth
year of college I had taken most of the
required courses so I spent time at
ASIAA doing research. My project was

about gas kinematics in a young, lowmass protostellar source observed with
the SubMillimeter Array (SMA).
After I graduated from the physics
department, I entered the Graduate Institute of Astrophysics in the National
Taiwan University. My PhD thesis project
was about observational studies of lowmass star-forming regions with the SMA
and single-dish radio telescopes. In my
third year of the PhD programme, the
Atacama Large Millimeter/submillimeter
Array (ALMA) came online. It was a really
exciting moment to see images of
star-forming regions with unprecedented
sensitivity. In particular, I had SMA and
ALMA images of the same source on the
same scale so I could see how powerful
ALMA is, and that was just cycle 0 with
the limited number of antennae and
baseline lengths! I was very impressed
and excited about the future of my
research field. After I received my PhD I
worked at ASIAA for three years in my
first postdoc position. Then I moved to

ESO Headquarters in Garching as a
fellow in 2016.
Here in Germany, the environment and
culture are very different from those in
Taiwan, my home country. I found it difficult to settle down at the beginning but
now I enjoy life here very much. I feel very
excited to be working at ESO. My favourite part is its diversity. At ESO, there are
so many experts from different fields and
with different expertise. This creates a lot
of chances to gain new knowledge about
astronomy. With new collaborations and
access to the Very Large Telescope, I
started a new project in the infrared. This
aims to probe the inner regions (a few au)
around protostars, and will pro-vide complementary information to my previous
studies at radio wavelengths. With the
opportunities here I am also extending
my research from star formation to protoplanetary disks and planet formation.
Several exciting new projects have started
and I am looking to forward to obtaining
new data and making new discoveries.
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