are important for understanding the
chemical evolution of our Galaxy. The
1.4 m CAT + CES equipped with
the short camera + CCO is now, as
we have tried to show, suited for this
study.
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Bierce and Astronomy
Ambrose Bierce, the famous American satirist, was born in 1842 and is
believed to have died in 1913, during the
revolution in Mexico. A man of many
trades, he spent part of his life in San
Francisco as a journalist. He apparently
made the first entries to "The Oevil's
Oictionary" around 1876, but it was only
after 1881 that regular instalments began to appear in the "Wasp" under
Bierce's chief editorship.
Although Bierce apparently showed
no particular animosity against astronomers, he did include some references in the "Oictionary". Here are some
(slightly abbreviated) examples of his
wit, written more than one century aga:
Astrology, n. The science of making the
dupe see the stars. Astrology is by
some held in high respect as the precursor of astronomy (...).
Gomet, n. An excuse for being out late
at night (...).
Oawn, n. The time when men of reason
go to bed (...). The reason we find
only robust persons doing this thing is
that it has killed all the others who
have tried it.
Electricity, n. The power that causes all
natural phenomena not known to be
caused by something else. It is the
same thing as lightning and its famous attempt to strike Or. Franklin is
one of the most picturesque incidents in that great and good man's
career. (...) The question of its
economical application to some purposes is still unsettled, but experiment has already proved that it will
propel astreet car better than agas
jet and give more light than a horse.
Gravitation, n. The tendency of all
bodies to approach one another with
a strength proportioned to the quantity of matter they contain - the quantity of matter they contain being ascertained by the strength of their tendency to approach another. (...)
Morning, n. The end of night and dawn
of dejection. The morning was discovered by a Chaldean astronomer,

who, finding his observation of the
stars unaccountedly interrupted, diligently sought the cause and found it.
After several centuries of disputation,
morning was generally accepted by
the scientific as a reasonable cause of
the interruption and a constantly recurrent natural phenomenon.
Newtonian, adj. Pertaining to a philosophy of the universe, invented by Newton, who discovered that an apple will
fall to the ground, but was unable to
say why. His successors and discipies have advanced so far as to be
able to say when.
Observatory, n. A place where astronomers conjecture away the guesses of their predecessors.
Telescope, n. A device having a relation
to the eye similar to that of the telephone to the ear, enabling distant objects to plague us with a multitude of
needless details. Luckily it is unprovided with a bell summoning us to the
sacrifice.
Zenith, n. A point in the heavens directly
overhead to a standing man or a
growing cabbage. A man in bed or a
cabbage in the pot is not considered
as having a zenith, though from this
view of the matter there was once a
considerable dissent among the
learned, some holding that the posture of the body was immaterial (...).
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A Workshop organized by ESO on

STELLAR EVOLUTION AND DYNAMICS
IN THE OUTER HALO OF THE GALAXY
will be held at ESO, Garchinq, April 7-9, 1987.
Topics of this 3-day workshop will include observational and theoretical
aspects concerning chemical evolution and dynamics of field stars, globular
clusters and planetary nebulae in the halo of our Galaxy and in halo systemsMagellanic Clouds and Owarf Spheroidals.
More information may be obtained from M. Azzopardi at ESO, KarlSchwarzschild-Str. 2, 0-8046 Garching bei München, FRG.
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