The principles of freedom of association for their staff are implemented in
international organizations exclusively
through their own legal system which, in
case of ESO, recognizes the jurisdiction
of the Administrative Tribunal of the International Labour Organization in the
case of disputes between the organization and its staff.
At ESO this legal system consists of
the Combined Staff Rules and the Local
Staff Regulations wh ich forsee the election of staff representatives for the interaction with the Executive.
At the same time ESO has no objection to local staff being members of national trade unions. Such unions can,
however, not become the recognized
discussion partner in matters of the 10cal staff.
It must be emphasized that the International Labour Organization has confirmed ESO's position.
International organizations employ
local and international staff. International staff at ESO, as in many other International Organizations, is recruited and remunerated on a different basis to that of
local staff. At the same time, following a
long-standing Council policy, the remuneration of the ESO local staff is
based on the level of the best-paying
employers in Chile.
The Local Staff Regulations are at
present under revision and will be discussed in a specially appointed Working
Group of the Finance Committee starting in January 1993. The proposed revision of the Local Staff Regulations has
been discussed with a special Local
Staff Advisory Committee and local staff
representatives will participate in the
work of this Working Group.
G. BACHMANN, ESO

Preparation of Paranal
In November the Interbeton contract
for the levelling and landscaping of the
Paranal site of the VLT Observatory was
completed with the signature of the protocol of acceptance of the work.
The top of the mountain now presents
a plateau 2632 m above sea level in
wh ich specific excavations for the
foundation of the four 8-m telescopes
and the control building were dug out. A
total volume of about 350000 m3 of
rocks was removed during one year of
hectic activity and the result is illustrated
in the pictures presented in this issue of
the Messenger. Immediately after the
conclusion of the Interbeton work a
geological and geotechnical investigation of the characteristics of the
soil at the location of the telescopes
and control building was started by
Prof. Antoine of the University of Grenoble.
The main conclusions confirm the
early results established in the previous
explorations when one considers both
the geological model for the foundation
of each telescope and the estimated
geotechnical characteristics of the rock
masses involved.
Foundation conditions are excellent
for all four telescopes. The presence of
an important strip of much foliated diorite at the location of telescope No. 4 is
not worrying for the stability, even if it is
impressive when looking at the map.
The main reasons are, firstly, the strongIy reinforced concrete foundation slab
acts as a bridge stepping over the shear
zone and secondly, the settlements to
be expected on such a zone, if they are

about ten times more than those of
massive rocks, remain very small with
no consequences for the concrete.
The stability of the foundation slabs
with respect to sliding under seismic
effects is widely insured.
The control building also presents excellent conditions with respect to the
small loads to be exerted on the footings, and the dip of the rock layers towards the heart of the slope wh ich is
very favourable.

Mining Activities
ESO has been informed of a plan,
exploring the possibility of a large-surface salpeter mine to be opened in the
south/south-east of Paranal outside the
ESO property at a distance of approximately 21 km from Paranal.
Explorations have been terminated
and one is waiting now for the investment decision of the owners of this mine
before starting possible exploitation.
The possible effects of dust and light
pollution on Paranal are presently being
studied. In this connection it is noted
that 85 % of the wind is in the northsouth direction and only a small portion
of the dust, and under unfavourable
conditions, may drift to the north at altitudes which are not yet clearly determined.
The mine has al ready informed ESO
that it is willing to discuss protective
measures in favour of the observatory,
should it be decided to start exploitation
ofthe mine.
M. TARENGHI, ESO

ESO to Help Central and Eastern European Astronomers
The Council of the European Southern
Observatory 1 , meeting at the ESO
Headquarters in Garching on December
1-2, 1992, has decided to initiate a
Programme by this organization, aimed
at supporting some of the scientifically
most active and internationally highly
esteemed astronomical institutes and
research groups in Central and Eastern
Europe (C&EE).
Earlier this year, the ESO Council established a special Working Group to
provide advice about ESO's future rela-

1

The Council of ESO consists of two representatives [rom each of lhe eight member Slales. II is
lhe highesl aulhority of lhe organizalion and normally meels lwice a year.

8

tions with C & EE astronomy under the
recent changes in Europe. At the same
time, there have been numerous reports
about the steadily and dramatically
worsening situation of astronomy in
these countries, even the possible demise of some of the C & EE institutes and
observatories. In many piaces it now
seems that astronomy is in a particularly
difficult situation when compared to
some of the more applied sciences.
Following consultations with many individual C&EE and West European astronomers and authorities, the Council
Working Group concluded that immediate action should be taken by ESO. It
recommended that a diversified programme of support to some of the sci-

entifically most active institutes and research groups in the C&EE be initiated.
The Council agreed that ESO, as the
major European astronomy organization, and with its many links to individual
researchers, scientific institutes and observatories as weil as to policy makers,
is in an optimal position to assess objectively the very diverse needs and to
provide support to C & EE astronomy in
a non-bureaucratic and cost-effective
way.
The Council resolved that a total of up
to 500,000 DM from the ESO budget will
be made available for this purpose during each of the next three years. Still, it
is obvious that ESO within its limited
means can only muster a small fraction

of the total support needed. However,
by assuming the role of a clearing
house, ESO will be able to channel
support from other sources.
The ESO Programme will be strictly
based on scientific excellence. Applications from C&EE astronomers will be
reviewed by the appropriate ESO Committees, acting in close contact with astronomers and institutes in the ESO
member States.
A primary goal is to enable C&EE
astronomers to continue to do good research while remaining at their home
institutes, and also to induce young and
promising scientists to stay in this field.
For this reason, the ESO Programme
comprises a variety of measures, in particular support for collaborative scientific programmes, including fellowships,
participation in conferences, shorterterm visits by Western astronomers to
C & EE institutes, as weil as transfer of
equipment and publications.

VIDEO FROM THE ESO INFORMATION SERVICE

The ESO Video Collection
is a collection of unedited video footage for broadcast use. It covers the main activities
of ESO and shows La Silla, Paranal and Garehing. Duration approximately 90 minutes.
Now available as a VHS tape with LTC timecode (EBU) in vision, as weil as in the
broadcast systems MII and Betacam-SP.

The gradual implementation and the
detailed action plan will be worked out
under the guidance of the new ESO
Director General, Professor Riccardo
Giacconi (see ESO Press Release 05/
92), who takes up his duties at ESO on
January 1, 1993. It is expected that this
new ESO Programme will take effect
immediately thereafter.

From ESO Press Release 10/92
(3 Oecember 1992)

More detailed information about this ESO
Programme will become available in early
1993 and will be forwarded to astronomical
institutes/observatories and individual astronomers in C&EE Countries, as far as they
are known to ESO. In order to ensure the
widest possible distribution, all interested
parties are herewith invited to express their
wish to receive this information by sending a
short message with their exacl postal address 10 the ESO C&EE Programme at lhe
ESO Headquarters (address. etc. on the last
page of this Messenger issue).

ESA Astronaut Claude Nicollier Visits ESO

On Oecember 7, 1992, Swiss Astronomer and Astronaut Claude Nicollier visited the ESO Headquarters in Garching. At a
special colloquium in the main auditorium, he told the ESO staff about his many exciting experiences, on the ground and in
particular during the recent flight of the space shuttle Atlantis which carried the EURECA platform to its orbit on July 30, 1992.
Or. Nicollier began his career at the Geneva Observatory and is a lang-time friend of our organization. He stayed several times
as visiting astronomer at La Silla, before he moved closer to the stars. He arranged that an ESO flag was carried aloft on the
Atlantis flight; tagether with a flight certificate this flag was handed over to the ESO Oirector General, Professor Harry van der
Laan, immediately after the talk (see the photo). The Oirector General gratefully received this valuable gift which will be displayed
on a prominent place in the ESO Headquarters building.
In his own words, Or. Nicollier enjoyed again being at ESO and among fellow astronomers. We were particularly happy to
leam that he had just been assigned to the shuttle mission, which will perform the crucial repair of the Hubble Space Telescape
in late 1993. It is difficult to imagine a more important service which could be rendered by an astronaut to his "ground-bound"
astronomers!
We wish Or. Nicollier and his astronaut colleagues every success with this daunting endeavour. And we hope that he will again
find time to visit ESo.
The Editor
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